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Docket No.: 026746.1 01 -US03 
(PATENT) 

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



In re Patent of: 

Craig A. Branch et al. 

Patent No.: 7,071,692 

Issued: July 4, 2006 

For: RADIO FREQUENCY SHIELD FOR 
NUCLEAR MAGNETIC RESONANCE 
PROCEDURES 



TRANSMITTAL LETTER 

! Attention; Certificate of“^hiTe^tion Branch/ 

Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, V A 22313-1450 

Dear Sir: 



a, \\ 

'c, V.'k 



% 




Enclosed are the following items for filing in connection with the above-referenced 

Patent: 



1 . Request for Certificate of Correction Pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .322; 

2. Certificate of Correction; 

3. Copy of the September 20, 2005 Office Action including the initialed and dated 
copy of the Form PTO/SB/08a/b citing U.S. Patent No. 5,735,278; and 

4. Return receipt postcard. 

The Director is hereby authorized to charge any deficiency in the fees filed, asserted 
to be filed or which should have been filed herewith (or with any paper hereafter filed in this 
patent by this firm) to our Deposit Account No. 50-0740, under Docket No. 026746. 101-US03. 
A duplicate copy of this paper is enclosed. 

DC: 2405235-1 
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It is not believed that extensions of time fees are required beyond those that may 
otherwise be provided for in documents accompanying this paper. However, if additional 
extensions of time are necessary, then such extensions of time are hereby petitioned under 
37 C.F.R. § 1.136(a), and any fees required therefor are hereby authorized to be charged to our 
Deposit Account No. 50-0740. 



Dated: January 24, 2007 




1201 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20004-2401 
(202) 662-6000 
Attorney for Applicant 
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Attention: Certificate of Correction Branch 

Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, V A 22313-1450 

Dear Sir: 



Enclosed are the following items for filing in connection with the above-referenced 

Patent: 



1 . Request for Certificate of Correction Pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .322; 

2. Certificate of Correction; 

3. Copy of the September 20, 2005 Office Action including the initialed and dated 
copy of the Form PTO/SB/08a/b citing U.S. Patent No. 5,735,278; and 

4. Return receipt postcard. 

The Director is hereby authorized to charge any deficiency in the fees filed, asserted 
to be filed or which should have been filed herewith (or with any paper hereafter filed in this 
patent by this firm) to our Deposit Account No. 50-0740, under Docket No. 026746. 1 01 -US03. 
A duplicate copy of this paper is enclosed. 

DC: 2405235-1 & ' 



Patent No.: 7,071,692 2 Docket No.: 026746.101-US03 



It is not believed that extensions of time fees are required beyond those that may 
otherwise be provided for in documents accompanying this paper. However, if additional 
extensions of time are necessary, then such extensions of time are hereby petitioned under 
37 C.F.R. § 1.136(a), and any fees required therefor are hereby authorized to be charged to our 
Deposit Account No. 50-0740. 



Dated: January 24, 2007 




1201 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20004-2401 
(202) 662-6000 
Attorney for Applicant 



Docket No.: 026746. 101-US03 
(PATENT) 

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

In re Letters Patent of: 

Craig A. Branch et al. 

Patent No.: 7,071,692 

Issued: July 4, 2006 

For: RADIO FREQUENCY SHIELD FOR 
NUCLEAR MAGNETIC RESONANCE 
PROCEDURES 

REQUEST FOR CERTIFICATE OF CORRECTION 
PURSUANT TO 37 CFR 1.322 

Attention: Certificate of Correction Branch 

Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Dear Sir: 

Upon reviewing the above-identified patent, Patentee noted an omission of a cited 
U.S. patent in the section under References Cited which should be corrected. 

U.S. Patent No. 5,735,278, issued April 7, 1998 to Hoult et al. was cited in an 
Information Disclosure Statement originally filed on May 23, 2005, along with a Request 
Continued Examination (RCE), and an Amendment. 

At the request of Examiner Brij Shrivastav, the Form PTO/SB/08a/b, the RCE, 
Amendment and Second Supplemental IDS were faxed to the USPTO on September 8, 2005 and 
re-faxed to Examiner Shrivastav on September 16, 2005. The 5,735,278 was initialed by the 
Examiner and a copy of the PTO/SB/08a/b was attached to the Office Action issued by the 
Examiner on September 20, 2005. A copy of September 20, 2005 Office Action and the initialed 
citation are attached to support this information. 
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Patent No.: 7,071,692 



The error was not in the application as filed by applicant; accordingly no fee is 

required. 



Transmitted herewith is a proposed Certificate of Correction effecting such 
amendment. Patentee respectfully solicits the granting of the requested Certificate of Correction. 



Dated: January 24, 2007 




Paul' 

RegNtratioh No.: 36,744 
COVINGJ0N & BURLING LLP 
1201 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20004-2401 
(202) 662-6000 
Attorney for Applicant 
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PATENT NO. 



7,071,692 



APPLICATION NO. 



10/826,260 



ISSUE DATE 



July 4, 2006 



INVENTOR(S) 



Craig A. Branch et al. 



It is certified that an error appears or errors appear in the above-identified patent and that 
said Letters Patent is hereby corrected as shown below: 

On the face of the patent, under the section References Cited, please add the 
following omitted U.S. Patent Document: 



5,735,278 



4/1998 



Houltetal 128/653.2. 



MAILING ADDRESS OF SENDER (Please do not use customer number below): 
Paul J. Berman 

COVINGTON & BURLING LLP 1 

1201 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 

Washington, DC 20004-2401 
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DC: 2405079-1 





United States Patent and Trademark Office 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 
www.uspto.gov 



APPLICATION NO. 



10/826,260 



FILING DATE 



FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 



Craig A. Branch 



ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. | CONFIRMATION NO. 



026746. 101-US03 9421 



COVINGTON & BURLING 
ATTN: PATENT DOCKETING 
1201 PENNSYLVANIA AVENUE, N.W. 
WASHINGTON, DC 20004-2401 



SHRIVASTAV, BR1J B 



PAPER NUMBER 



DATE MAILED: 09/20/2005 



Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 



PTO-90C (Rev. 10/03) 










- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address 



Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

• If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 

Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1)13 Responsive to communications) filed on RCE dated May 23. 2005 . 

2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)|3 This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1 935 C.D. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 21 3. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) K Claim(s) 1^6 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) S Claim(s) £6 is/are rejected. 

7) 0 Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) 0 Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) 0 The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) 0 The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)Q objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 

Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

11) 0 The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12) Q Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)D All b)0 Some * c)D None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

20 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

30 Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 

* See the attached detailed Office action fora list of the certified copies not received. 



Attachment(s) 

1) K Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 

2) □ Notice of Draftsperson’s Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 

3) ^ Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449 or PTO/SB/08) 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date 4/19/04. 6/7/04. 2 . 



4) EH Interview Summary (PTO-413) 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date. . 

5) EH Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152)n £ 9007 

6) □ Other: . JAN 6 U L 



U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 

PTOL-326 (Rev. 7-05) Office Action Summary Part of Paper No./Mail Date 20050916 



Application/Control Number: 10/826,260 
Art Unit: 2859 

DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Claim 1 is objected, as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and 
distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as the invention. In particular, 
the use of the word “holder” in claim 1 does not tell what it holds, makes the claim 
indefinite. Applicant should clarify whether the holder is a patient support table to hold 
the patient or the holder is to hold the table or the holder is to hold one of the RF shields 
in proper position. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

3. Claims 1-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Hoult et 
al (US 5,735,278). 

As regards to claim 1 , Hoult et al teach an apparatus for use in RF shielding, 
including a holder with RF shielding and configured for joining a magnet (figures 4 & 8, 
numerals 14, 44 and 72; column 9 and 10, lines 59-67 and 1-15). The magnet 
comprising magnet-RF-shielding, such that when the holder is adjoined to the magnet, 
the RF shielding and the magnet-RF-shielding form a substantially complete RF shield 
(figures 4 & 8, numerals 71 and 72; column 5, lines 43-50, column 10, lines 16-65). 

As regards to claims 2-6, Hoult et al further teach a holder with an aperture, a 
patient support unit, a support for supporting the patient support unit, a magnet 
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Art Unit: 2859 
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attachable holder which is attachable to the patient support unit (figures 7 & 8, numerals 
14, 34, 35, 44, 72). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Brij B. Shrivastav whose telephone number is 571-272- 
2250. The examiner can normally be reached on 7 AM to 4 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner’s 
supervisor, Diego F. F. Gutierrez can be reached on 571-272-2245. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 

Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free) 

September 16, 2005 

Art Unit 2859 
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